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V. Part of a Journal kef t from Scotland to New 
Caledonia in Darien, with a fljort account of 
that Country. Communicated by Dr Wallace, 
f. R. 'S. 

Ccptcniber 2. we weighed at Madera, and were under the 
D Tropic of Cancer by the ioth of the month,at which 
time the ufual ceremony of Ducking from the Yards 
arm was performed on thofe that could not pay their 
Tropick Bottle. All this time we had a brisk and 
conftant Trade wind, which lafted three days more, 
but afterwards we had it more variable than is ufual 
in that place of the Sea. 

The 28th we made Defeada, a fmall high Ifland, 
about a league in length and as much in breadth, it is 
full of Trees, but whether it affords water or not I 
know not. It is uninhabited. Next morning we were 
betwixt Antego and Montferat, belonging to the En¬ 
glish, both pretty large and mountainous. Antego is 
peopled withE nglijh for the moft part,and Montferat by 
a mixture oi'Engliflj and Irifi-Thdr produd isSugar and 
Tobacco. We were in the afternoon clofeby Redonda, 
a fmall Rock about a mile long, inhabited only by 
Noddies and Boobies. When we were fome leagues 
from Redonda, we faw at the fame time Antego, Mont¬ 
ferat, Redonda, Nieves, St Chrijiophers, an&Statia. We 
failed clofe by Nieves, it bearing North of us $ it is a 
fmall well peopled Ifland , its produft is Sugar. 
They twifted the Flag at the Harbour, and we fliew’d 
them the Company’s Colours. St Chrijiophers is a large 
Ifland, ill peopled, belongs half to the Englijh , half to 
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the French. Night parted us from thefe Iflands, and 
next day, which was the 30th, we came in fight of 
Santa Cruz , belonging to the Spaniards. When 
we were within four leagues they held a Council. The 
Unicorn and Snore were fent to St Thomas , a ftnall Ifland 
belonging to the Danes 5 it is a free Port, and they 
fay is well fortified. We went on to the Southward 
of the Ifland, and next day, being October 1. we were 
about 12 a clock paft the S. W. corner. It is very le¬ 
vel towards the South. That night we got a fight of 
Crab IJland, and next day 

October 2. we came into it, and fent fome of our 
people alhore, and took pofieffion of it in the Compa¬ 
ny’s name. October the 4th we flood to the Leeward, 
hearing there was a Harbour there ^ when we came 
we faw the Danes Colours flying on the fhore, for the 
Governour of St Thomas had fent 14 men and a Captain 
to take pofieffion of it in the King of Denmark name. 
Our Councellors fent to know his bufinefs there, and 
he told them this, but we found that we had taken 
pofieffion of the place before they came from St Tho¬ 
mas- They gave in their proteft, yet fleem’d to be glad 
enough of our neighbourhood. We had notwithffand- 
ing our Flag upon the ffiore all the while we flay’d, 
with 100 men, and Captain Melean Governour ^ they 
flayed till we were gone, but would certainly march 
next day, other wife the Spaniards of Porto Rico would 
not mifs to take them off. 

The 6 th,CaptamPin/{erton and the Snore came in from 
St Thomas , with old Captain Alifon along with them 
for a Pilot. On the 8th we left this place, and on the 
17th made Nojlra Signora della Popa, we lay alide there 
along the Coafl, until the 3d day of Novem¬ 
ber , generally lofing by night what we had gain’d all 
day. Crab IJland is about 6 leagues long* and in fome 
places 5 broad, the Soil is very good. It’s all full of 
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Trees 3 all the South fide is full of Bays, very . fit for 
anchoring in, but the belt of all is to the Leeward, 
where the Dane hoifed his Colours. It would hate 
been worth our while to poffefs it, had we not been a 
coming to a better Country. It hasthis inconvenience, 
that nothing but ffrength of men, or Peace with every 
body, can render it fecure. It is called Crab Ijland, 
from the multitude of Land-Crabs there. 

November 3. we anchored before Golden Ijland , and 
fent in our Pinnace to the Bay. The Natives had 
hoifed a White Flag in fign of Peace, and told us a 
great many Stories of Captain Swan, Captain Davies , 
and others, for they took us for Englifh, by reafon of 
our red Fly 3 but we took no notice of the men they 
nam’d. At laft they ask’d us our Bufinefs, we told 
them we defign’d to fettle amonft them, and to be their 
Friends. They told us we were very welcome, and 
that by prediction they had expe&ed us thefe two 
years 3 for they fay that two years ago it was fore¬ 
told them that a people fhould come and live amongft 
them, that would treat them civilly, and teach them 
good manners. We converfed feme, time with them, 
and after viewing the Harbour came aboard. 

The 4th we came into the great Harbour of Caledonia: 
It is a molt excellent one, for it is about a league in 
length from N. W* to S. E. It is about half a mile 
broad at the mouth, and in fome places a mile and 
more farther in. It is large enough to contain 500 fail 
of Ships. The greateft part of it is land-lock’d,fo that 
it is fafe, and cannot be toucht by any Wind, that 
can blow, the Harbour and the Sea makes the Land 
that lyes betwixt them a Peninfula. There is a point 
of the Peninfula at the mouth of the Harbour, that 
maybe fortify’dagainft a Navy. This Point fecures the 
Harbour, fo that no Ship can enter but muff be within 
teach of their Guns. It likewife defends half of the 
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Peninfula 3 for no Guns from the other fide of the 
Harbour can touch it, and no Ship carrying Guns dare 
enter tor the Brea'ft-work at the Point. The other fide 
of the Peninfula is either a Precipice, or defended a- 
gainft Ships by Shoals and Breaches, fo that there re¬ 
mains only the narrow neck that is not naturally for¬ 
tify'd 3 and if go leagues of a Wildernefs will not do 
that, it may be artificially fortified 20 ways. In fhort, 
it may be made impregnable, and there is Bounds e- 
nough within it,if it were all cultivated,to afford 10000 
Hogfheads of Sugar every year. The Soil is rich, the 
Air good and temperate, the Water is fweet, and every 
thing contributes to make it healthful ahd convenient. 
The Produd of this place, I mean in the Harbour and 
Creeks hereabouts, is Turtle, Manatee, and a vafl: va¬ 
riety of very good fmall Fifti, from the bignefs of a 
Salmon to that of a Perch. The Land affords Mon¬ 
keys of different forts, Wild Deer, Indian Rabbit, 
Wild Hog, Parrots of many kinds, Parakites, Macaws, 
Pelicans, and a hundred more Birds we have got no 
name to. There are moreover Land-Crabs, Souldiers, 
Land-Turtle, Lizards, Guanha’s, Cock-Lizards and 
Scorpions : I had almoft forgot Partridges, Phea- 
fants, and a kind of Turkey. All the Birds in this 
Country are beautiful , but none of them that I could 
obferve have any Notes. We have a Monkey aboard 
that chirms like a Lark, it will never be bigger than a 
Rat. This place affords legions of monftrous Plants, 
enough to confound all the methods of Botany ever 
hitherto thought upon. ..However, I found a fhift to 
make fome fpecimens, and that is all I can do. I fay 
fome fpecimens, becaufe if I fhould gather all, ’twould 
be enough to load the St Andrew , for fome of their 
Leaves exceed three Ells in length, and are very broad 3 
befides thefe Monfters, reduceable to no Tribe,there are 
here a great many of the European kindred, (but ftill 
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Something odd about them) as Lingua Cervine of diffe¬ 
rent kinds, Filix of different kinds, Polypodium, feveral 
of the Plant# Papilionace#, Mujci, Fungi, Convolvuli , 
and a great many more I cannot now remember. 

Now come we to their people. The men are gene¬ 
rally very civil and fagacious, have all of them good 
Faces, are of low ftature, but very well built 5 they are 
of a copper colour, and have black hair 3 they us'd to 
go naked, but are now as well cloath’d as our felves 3 
they wear a plate of Gold in their Nofe, and a great 
many rows of Beads about their Neck and Wrifts. 
They cover their Yard with a piece of Bark, or fome- 
times Silver, of the very fhape and bignefs of that pa¬ 
per cafe we ufe to put a dofe of Pills in 5 they feem to 
be very ill furnifh’d, for I never faw any of them have 
it half an inch long, yet no doubt it’s longer, but I 
fancy they fheath it up, as Dogs and Horfes do. The 
Women are generally the raoft pitiful like things that 
ever man faw 3 their habit differs from the Men, for 
they ordinarily wear a Ring in their Nofe 3 they have 
Petticoats and a Veil over their Face. They are under 
no formal Government, but every Captain commands 
his own*River, Bay or Ifland where he.lives, the great- 
eft of them all is one Captain Ambrofio , he commands 
particularly the Country about the Samballoes point, 
but when he pleafes, he can levy all the men betwixt 
that and the Gulf about 20 Leagues. There is another 
Captain Pedro, that lives in the houfe with. Ambrofio, 
and is his Nephew and Son in Law 3 there is a third 
Captain Andreas , that commands the River das arm as 3 
.a fourth Captain Brandy , that commands about the 
Golden Ifland 3 a 5th Captain Andreas , that commands 
the Country adjoyning to our Settlement 3 and a 6th 
Captain Pedro his Confort 3 a 7th Captain Pacigo, 
who commands at Carret Bay , and Captain Diego that 
commands the Gulph. Ambrojio feetns to be the great- 
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eft, and Diego next, both old men ; they are all very 
much our friends, and fond of us. All have been "f re¬ 
quently here except Captain Diego , who is Goutyifh- 
Some of thefe Captains wear the Scots Flag in their 
Canoa’s. There is no fuch thing as a King or Empe¬ 
ror of Darien, nor, fo far as we can gather from all the 
chief men hereabout, has been thefe 40 or 50 years : 
The old men remember fuch a man, they fay he was a 
Tyrant, would take as many Wives as he plea fed, and 
allow them but one , and therefore they cut him 
off. This derogates much from the reputation 
of the Hiftory of . the Buccaneers. If there were 
fuch a man, he has been an Indian made Emperor by 
themfelves, I mean by the Buccaneers. This Country 
certainly affords Gold enough, for befides that the Na¬ 
tives conftantly allure us, that they know feveral Gold 
Mines on this fide 5 befides that, l fay, the Plates they 
wear in their Nofes, and the quantity of Gold that is 
amongft them, is enough to perfwade any man of the 
truth of it. There was one night aboard here fome 
Indians that had a hundred ounces of Cold about them. 
We are certainly much bound ro Providence in this 
affair $ for as we were fearchitig for the place we were 
dire&ed to, we found this, and though the Privateers 
had been fo often at Golden Ijland, and though Englift), 
Dutch and French had been all over this Coaft, from 
Portohelo to Cartagena , yet never one of them made 
the difeovery, even the Spaniards themfelves never 
knew of this place. Befides, for as great a fecret as we 
thought the project, it was known all the Weft Indies 
over, and yet it was not in their power to cruffi it. At 
Madera they feem’d to know it, at St Thomas I’m lure 
they knew it; ‘at Portohelo their intelligence was fo 
good, that they knew the names of all our Councel- 
lors and Captains of Ships before we landed, and had 
that particular obfervation, that there were four Ro¬ 
berts 
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berts among them. Our circhmftances are in feme re- 
fpefts very good, for vve have advice by the way of 
Portobelo , that there is-a great Rebellion in Mexico, 
and Captain Diego and all the Indians about him are 
at prefent at War with the' Spaniards. Captain Ambro- 
fio is going to his afliftance, and that will divert them 
on that fide ^ but which is better than all, that vve are 
now in a pofture of defence againft all the Spanifh 
force in America. I have feen already Dutch , trench, 
and Englifh all at the lame time in our Harbour, and 
all of them wonder what the reft of the world have 
been thinking on, when we came hither to the beft 
Harbour of America , in the beft place of it. Captain 
Long came in eight days after, and I believe we were a 
great eye-fore to him, tho he faid nothing. He com¬ 
manded the Rupert Prize, a fmall Englifh Man of War, 
fitted out by the King, upon what defign we know not, 
but he pretends it was to learch for a Silver Wrack 3 
he was on this coaft a month before founding it 3 and 
converfing with the Natives, he put afhorc men in 
lome places, to take pcffeliion for the King of Great 
Britain , but none of them within 15 leagues of us. 
Hearing by the Natives that we were here, he came in 
with his Long-Boat, as he faid to fee us, but I believe 
it was only to know the certainty of what he feared 
was too true. He had told all the Indian Captains 
that he came only to try their inclinations, and that 
there was a great Fleet coming with a great many peo¬ 
ple to fettle amongft them, and defend them againft 
their enemies, he meant Englifh that were to come by 
his di reft ion 3 but our Fleet coming within a month 
after, they all lookt upon us to be the people he fpoke 
of 3 fo that whatever prefents he made them before 
that time, was as much for our advantage as if our 
felves had given them. He pretends to be a Conjurer, 
and to foretell things 5 but that was the trueft Pro¬ 
phecy 
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phecy ever he fpoke, though he knew not whom h 
fpoke of. 


VI- An AbflraH of a Book. , viz. An Ac¬ 
count of the Jflands of Orkney. By James 
Wallace, M. V. and Bellow of the Roy¬ 
al Society. To which is addedan Effay con¬ 
cerning the Thule of the Ancients 8 0. Lon¬ 
don. 

r i Hefe cold barren Iflands being under the Prote&i- 
M on of a Great Man , and here defcribed by a very 
obferving and judicious Phyjtcian, are like to make 
fome figure in the world, efpecially amongft thofe who 
prefer the certainty of Nature to meernotional Specu¬ 
lations.. 

The work confifts of eight Chapters 5 in the firft of 
which, the feveral Names, the Longitudes, Latitudes, 
Boundaries, the Ebbings and Flowings of the Sea* the 
Harbours and Merchandizes are treated. 

Xhe fecond comprehends th e Plants^ Ahimats and 
Fojjils. The Vegetables alone amount to near 300, 
all or moft herbaceous ones, there being no indigenous 
Trees* only here and there fome planted in Gardens, 
but they prove- dwarfs* feldom: bearing any mature 
fruit, whereas in; more Northerly parts of Norway Trees 
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